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 INTRODUCTION    

This document serves as the Minnesota Fire Weather Operating Plan (AOP) for the National 

Weather Service (NWS) and the interagency fire management community with fire management 

responsibility in Minnesota.  The relationship between the NWS and land management agencies 

is established in the following documents: 

 

Â Interagency Agreement for Meteorological Services (National Agreement).  See  

Appendix G.  

Â NWS Directive NWSI 10-4; Fire Weather http://www.weather.gov/directives   

Â Eastern Area Mobilization Guide 

 

This AOP provides specific policy and procedure information used to provide forecast service to 

the fire management community in the State of Minnesota.   In support of the Eastern Area 

Coordination Center, the EACC meteorologist will act as a liaison between the interagency fire 

management community and the NWS. 

 

This Operating Plan is updated annually, and is reviewed by representatives of the NWS and 

each user agency prior to the onset of the spring fire season.  All parties should have a copy of 

this plan available for reference purposes.   Each fire management agency receiving this plan will 

be responsible for duplicating and distributing this plan to field offices which require NWS 

forecasts.  The Operating Plan is also available in the Fire Weather section of NWS web sites. 
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SUMMARY OF CHANGES FOR 2008 

1) At the request of Land Managers, NWS offices will attempt to issue the afternoon 

Fire Weather Planning Forecast by 1500.  The NFDRS point forecast issuance 

remains at 1530.  

2) Per  local policy, NWS offices may broadcast Red Flag Warnings and Fire Weather 

Watches  affecting their area of forecast responsibility on NOAA Weather Radio. 

3) The Duluth NWS office will host a Fire Weather Internet Briefing Page which can 

be linked on their office web page.  http://www.crh.noaa.gov/dlh/firewx.php. 

4) More detailed instructions on establishing fire weather observations sites are 

included in Section III. C.      

5) Upon release from an Incident, NWS offices will follow the Memorandum of            

Understanding between the NWS and NWS Employees Organization regarding rest   

periods for IMETs following a deployment.  See Part B ï Special Services.  

6) Point forecasts will be issued through fire season for Baudette and Detroit Lakes. 

                                                                                                                               

I.  SERVICE AREA AND ORGANIZATIONAL DIRECTORY  

 
 A. NWS OFFICES SERVING MINNESOTA , POINTS OF CONTACT, AND BACKUP 

 

The following NWS offices provide fire weather forecast service to the State of Minnesota: 

 Duluth, Twin Cities/Chanhassen, Grand Forks, Aberdeen, Sioux Falls, La Crosse.  See 

page 5 for a map of NWS forecast areas in Minnesota.  
TWIN CITIES/CHANHASSEN NWS Forecast Office 

1733 Lake Drive West 

Chanhassen, MN 55317-8581 

Phone 952-361-6708   

Web Address  http://www.crh.noaa.gov/mpx 

Backup office:   NWS Duluth 
Byron Paulson      Fire Weather Focal Point/IMET           byron.paulson@noaa.gov 

Todd Krause         Assistant F/W Focal Point  todd.krause@noaa.gov 

Dan Luna              Meteorologist-in-Charge                      Daniel.luna@noaa.gov 

  

DULUTH  NWS Forecast Office 

5027 Miller Trunk Highway      

Duluth, MN 55811-1442 

Phone 218-729-6697 

Web Address   http://www.crh.noaa.gov/dlh 

Backup office:   NWS Twin Cities/Chanhassen 

Roman Berdes     Fire Weather Focal Point    roman.berdes@noaa.gov 

Michael Stewart  Meteorologist-in-Charge    michael.stewart@noaa.gov 

 

GRAND FORKS NWS Forecast Office 

4797 Technology Circle   

Grand Forks, ND 58203-0600      

Phone   701-795-5198 

Web Address    http://www.crh.noaa.gov/fgf 

Backup office   Bismark, ND     \ 

Al Voelker          Fire Weather Focal Point     al.voelker@noaa.gov 

Mark Frazier       Meteorologist-in-Charge     mark.frazier@noaa.gov 
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LA CROSSE NWS Forecast Office 

N2788 County Road 

La Crosse, WI 54601-3038 

Phone  608-784-8275 

Web Address     http://www.crh.noaa.gov/arx 

Backup Office   Des Moines, IA   
Dave Schmidt       Fire Weather Focal Point  dave.schmidt@noaa.gov 

Rod Swerman     Assistant  F/W Focal Point  rod.swerman@noaa.gov 

Glenn Lussky        Meteorologist-in-Charge                     glenn.lussky@noaa/gov 

 

SIOUX FALLS NWS Forecast Office 

26 Weather Lane 

Sioux Falls, SD 57104-0198 

Phone    605-330-4247       

Web Address  http://www.crh.noaa.gov/fsd 

Backup Office   Aberdeen, SD       
Mike Fuhs             Fire Weather Focal Point                        michael.fuhs@noaa.gov 

Jeff Chapman        Assistant F/W Focal Point    jeffery.chapman@noaa.gov 

Greg Harmon         Meteorologist-in-Charge    greg.harmon@noaa.gov 

 

ABERDEEN NWS Forecast Office 

824 Brown County 14 South 

Aberdeen, SD   57401 

Phone     605-225-0519             

Web Address       http://www.crh.noaa.gov/abr 

Backup Office   Sioux Falls, SD 
Stanley Keefe        Fire Weather Program Leader                 stanley.keefe@noaa.gov 

Travis Tarver         Assistant F/W Program Leader              travis.tarver@noaa.gov 

James Scarlett        Meteorologist-in-Charge                        james.scarlett@noaa.gov    

 

OTHER IMPORTANT NWS CONTACTS  
Larry Van Bussum, Natl F/W Ops Coord (NFWOC)   

National Interagency Fire Center (NIFC)                              

3833 South Development Avenue, Bldg 3807  

Boise, ID 83705-5354     

e-mail  larry.vanbussum@noaa.gov 
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Gary Schmeling 

Regional Operational Services Meteorologist (ROSM)                                

National Weather Service,                    

Central Region Headquarters 

7220 NW 101
st
 Terrace 

Kansas City, MO 64153      

email     gary.schmeling@noaa.gov 

Central Region web site      http://www.crh.noaa.gov 

 

Heath Hockenberry                         

National Fire Weather Program Leader      

National Weather Service 

3833 South Development Ave. 

Boise, ID 83705 

email    heath.hockenberry@noaa.gov 

 

National Fire Weather web page http://fire.boi.noaa.gov 

 

 

B.   PARTICIPATING AGENCIES  
 

1. DOC/NOAA - National Weather Service (offices listed in part I.A above.) 

2. USDA Forest Service - Region 9 (Superior National Forest, Chippewa National Forest) 

3.  DOI National Park Service 

4.  DOI US Fish and Wildlife Service 

5.  DOI Bureau of Indian Affairs.   

6. Minnesota Department of Natural Resources MNDNR 

 

See Appendix A for a full listing of agency contacts, addresses, and phone numbers. 

 

II. SERVICES PROVIDED BY THE NATIONAL W EATHER SERVICE  

 

A. BASIC SERVICES -   This section describes the fire weather products and services provided 

by the NWS as described in National Weather Service Directive NWSI 10-401.    Significant 

changes to the services provided in Minnesota are generally coordinated at the annual Minnesota 

State Fire Weather Meeting.  Since there are no full-time forecasters devoted solely to fire 

weather, these duties are scheduled among other warning and forecast responsibilities.  However, 

spot forecasts for wildfires are treated with a high priority. 

 

1. ROUTINE FIRE WEATHER FORECASTS  
 

a)   Issuance - Forecasts usually begin in early April in southern Minnesota, but have 

begun as early as mid March.  Forecasts are initiated farther north as the snow melts.  

User agencies are responsible for requesting NWS offices serving their area to begin 

forecast service. See Figure 1 for the NWS offices and their areas of forecast 

responsibility.  Fire season generally ends across Minnesota in November, but has been 

extended as late as mid December.  User agencies will coordinate with the appropriate 

NWS office to determine when forecasts are no longer needed in their areas.    
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Figure 1 County Warning Areas (CWA) for NWS offices serving Minnesota.  

 

During fire season, Fire Weather Planning Forecasts are issued twice daily - once by 

0700 with the afternoon issuance by 1500, if possible.   Forecasts are updated if a Fire 

Weather Watch or Red Flag Warning is issued or cancelled, or the current forecast does 

not adequately describe expected weather conditions.  If forecasts are updated, a call 

must be made to MIFC Dispatch (218-327-4558) or Doug Miedtke, MN DNR (218-327-

4445).  Over about the southern half of the state, (See figure 2) forecasts are discontinued 

on June 1
st
,   unless customers request that they continue or resume again at a later date.  

Point forecasts are issued for a number of NFDRS sites by 1530.  Spot forecasts are 

issued upon request. 

 

     b) Access to Forecasts - Forecasts are transmitted through the NWS AWIPS computer           

system.  They are then available to customers via WIMS, NWS office web sites, or on            

sites maintained by Predictive Services web sites at the GACCs.   NWS web sites are             

listed in part I.A.   General weather forecasts, hourly weather conditions, weather                    

warnings, climate data and other weather information are available via continuous                  

broadcast on NOAA weather Radio network broadcast by the NWS.  NWS offices may          

also choose to broadcast Red Flag Warnings on NOAA Weather Radio. See Appendix F. 
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